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Call for Artists 
Requests for Proposals (RFP) for  

Fargo Lions Club Centennial Art Project 
Public Art Installation 
September 21, 2020 

  
The Project  
     
The Fargo Lions Club, in cooperation with the City of Fargo, is seeking an artist(s) to 
create site-specific original artwork for the riverfront gateway plaza located at the corner 
of 1st Avenue North and 2nd Street North in Fargo, ND. This opportunity is open to 
established professional artists who reside in North Dakota, South Dakota, or 
Minnesota. The proposal deadline is 2:00 p.m. on October 30, 2020. 
 
Expected completion date for the installation is April 30, 2021. 
  
The Award  
  
The maximum commission will be dependent on fundraising, however a commission of 
$20,000 to $25,000 is anticipated for the artist(s) selected to realize his/her work. 
The selected artist will receive a Contract for the Commission in the appropriate amount 
which must be sufficient for all remaining elements of the project including artist fees, 
materials, fabrication, shipping, installation, permits (if required), contingency and 
liability insurance. 
   
Project Intent  
  
The Fargo Lions Club will celebrate the 100th anniversary of its inception on May 7, 
2021. To commemorate this event, the Fargo Lions Club, in cooperation with the City of 
Fargo, is commissioning the installation of artwork to be located at the riverfront 
gateway plaza located at the corner of 1st Avenue North and 2nd Street North in Fargo, 
ND. The artwork is envisioned to consist of an arch or similar structure spanning 
between two existing stone-clad monuments currently in place at the plaza location.  
 
It is the desire of the Fargo Lions Club that this gateway installation should celebrate the 
spirit, determination, perseverance, cooperation and success of the “sandbaggers” – the 
city’s residents and staff – in fighting the monumental floods of 1997 and 2009.  
  
The proposal must demonstrate the following:  
  

 Celebrate the spirit, determination and success of the city’s residents of all ages, 
sexes, and ethnicities in fighting the floods. 

 Highlight the importance of the city’s relationship with the river – through turmoil 
and calm. 

 Provide excitement and interest for the community as a whole.  
 Be an original art piece and be adequately and safely displayed and secured.  
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 Be constructed of permanent and long-lasting materials. 
 Artwork must not adversely affect or damage the monuments or pavement 

below. 
 All artwork must be designed and engineered to be safely and securely 

supported by the existing monuments without significant modification. Proof of 
review and certification of the final design by a registered structural engineer will 
be required. 

 

Information about the Site and Immediate Surroundings  
  
Attached to this RFP are the following:  

 Photo of existing monuments 
 As-designed drawings of the gateway monuments 
 Site plan of the plaza  

 
Eligibility  
  
The competition is open to established professional artists who reside in North Dakota, 
South Dakota, or Minnesota. Only professional artists with reviewable portfolios are 
eligible to apply. 
 
The Commissioned Artist(s) will work with the Fargo Lions Club and the City of Fargo to 
create a site-specific, durable piece for this installation. Applicants who wish to be 
considered for this project should have experience working within the public process, in 
public settings, as well as a proven ability to fabricate their own work or to work with 
fabricators and installers. The artwork for this site must reflect the Project Intent as 
described above.  
  
The Commissioned Artist(s) will be required to provide evidence of appropriate liability, 
property damage, and workers compensation insurance while working on the site.  
  
How to Apply  
  
Artists interested in this project must prepare and submit the following: 
 

 Proposed Artwork Concept for the gateway. This proposal shall include 
conceptual design drawings, sketches and a maquette, sufficient to communicate 
the artist concept. It should include a line-item budget for the proposal and 
describe the specifications for the artwork related to materials, size, weight, 
installation requirements and maintenance guidelines.  

 
 Letter of Interest, no more than two pages in length, which explains your 

interest in the competition and an artistic statement of the proposed work. Please 
include your name and contact information and state the format of your sample 
submittal (CD or DVD).  
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 Current Resume. If submitting as a team, an individual resume should be 

submitted for each team member.  
 

 A list of at least three professional references familiar with your work and 
working methods. The list must include complete addresses, email addresses 
and telephone numbers.  

 
 Work samples on CD or DVD of your work. Artists applying as a team should 

submit work samples of each individual artist’s work. All work samples must be 
submitted in either of the two following formats:  

 
a. A minimum of eight digital images saved on one CD or USB flash drive. 

The selection committee will only accept JPEG file formats. All JPEGs 
must be sized at 250 dpi, 5”x7”. You must number and title each JPEG 
and include a description sheet with corresponding numbers. The sheet 
should list your name and the titles, dates, media, and dimensions of your 
work. 

 
b. Video(s) on a standard NTSC formatted DVD that plays in a DVD player. 

Video should be no more than fifteen minutes in length and each video on 
the DVD should be a single chapter. The selection committee will not view 
QuickTime files. Clearly mark the outside of the DVD with your name and 
title(s) of the work(s). Do not submit original work. Note: if you are 
submitting video on DVD, you may send up to two additional images 
supporting your qualification to create public artwork. Each JPEGs must 
be formatted as instructed above and sent on a separate labeled CD or 
USB flash drive with a description sheet.  

 
 Optional: Each artist may include up to three selections of support materials such 

as reviews, news articles, web links and other related information.  
  
Submit all materials in a 10”x13” envelope. Do not use staples, paperclips, folders, or 
report covers on any application materials.  
  
The Fargo Lions Club and the City of Fargo reserves the right to solicit additional 
information or proposal clarification should they deem such information necessary.  
  
The Fargo Lions Club and the City of Fargo reserves the right to reject any and all 
proposals, to waive informalities or irregularities in the proposal submission process, 
and to negotiate further with any Proposers.  
  
Materials must be received by the Fargo Lions Club by 2:00 p.m. October 30, 2020. 
Postmarks are not acceptable. Hand deliveries will be accepted.  
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PLEASE MAIL APPLICATION MATERIALS TO:  
Fargo Lions Club 
c/o Foss Architecture & Interiors 
810 1st Avenue N 
Fargo, ND 58102 
  
NO COMPENSATION WILL BE PROVIDED FOR SUBMISSIONS AND SUBMISSIONS 
WILL NOT BE RETURNED. 
  
Final Artist Selection:  

  
The Fargo Lions Club and City of Fargo will review the submittals and select an artist to 
create an original site-specific artwork.   
 
The selection committee will consider the following: 

 An initial proposal that reflects Project Intent as described in this document.  
 A body of work reflecting artistic excellence  
 Experience working in public settings and public process  
 Experience fabricating and installing permanent artwork   
 References provided as part of this application which will be contacted prior to 

final selection  
 
If a proposal is accepted, the final commission of artwork will be implemented per the 
following schedule: 
 

October 30, 2020 Proposals due 
November 12, 2020 Initial proposal selection complete 
November 16, 2020 City of Fargo Commission review/approval (if required) 
November 20, 2020 Award 
December 18, 2020 Contract award and design review complete 
April 2, 2021 Artwork fabrication complete 
April 30, 2021 Installation complete 
May 7, 2021 Dedication 

  
Additional Information:  
  
Neither the Fargo Lions Club nor the City of Fargo are under any obligation to award a 
Commission for artwork based on the Conceptual Design Proposals submitted. Beyond 
formal notifications, neither the Fargo Lions Club nor the City of Fargo will enter into any 
correspondence regarding their decision.  
  
If you have any questions or need any additional information, please contact Robert 
Ames at robert@fossarch.com, 701-371-3308. 
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